US History Writer and Artist Project

The 1820’s through the 1860’s were a time period when many American artists and writers started to emerge from behind the shadows of their European counterparts and make themselves well known here and abroad.  Many of these books have become what are called “Classics”.  In other words, “boring” comes to mind, and many of you will never read any of these books.  That is not the case though for many of them.  Many of these classics are very interesting and give wonderful insight into what life was like during the time period they were written.  Some have been made into movies like the hugely successful film Last of the Mohicans.  A few of these books affected the country as a whole, maybe none more so that Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  People still quote Thoreau all the time, and children all across the country learn about Paul Revere and his ride due to a poet named Longfellow, even if the poem is not historically correct.  While many people out there may have heard of some of the writers or the stories they wrote during this time period, most people know nothing about the writers themselves.  


It is the same with many of the artists of this period.  Until this time most American painters studied in Europe and brought back with them a European style not American.  It was during this time that painters started to find an American style and make themselves known to the world, although many are not known outside of art circles.  Some are still famous for what they did like John James Audubon who has a bird society named after him.  People like Alex Gardner took photos of the Civil War that forever catch those moments in time and make them everlasting.


For this project we will work individually and research certain artists and writers and the books they wrote and the paintings they painted.  You will make a poster and present your information for the class to read and learn about.  Because of this project some of you may learn some new and interesting information you never would’ve tried to find out any other time.

The Project

If you draw an artist as your research subject for your project you will need to make a poster with your artists name and a picture of your artist on the poster and display pictures of their most famous works, minimum of 2.  For each picture you will need to have a caption telling a little bit about your picture.  You will be required to write a three page biography about your artist that you will attach to your poster, along with a fourth page which is a bibliography page citing your sources and where you got your information (all sites used).  Size 12 font double spaced.  Please tell us in your report about the works of art your artist did.

If you draw a writer as your research subject for your project you will need to make a poster with your writer’s name and a picture of your writer on the poster, and display pictures of their most famous works (like book covers), minimum of 2.  You will be required to write a three page biography about your writer that you will attach to your poster, along with a fourth page which is a bibliography page citing your sources and where you got your information (all sites used).  Don’t use the whole report to summarize an entire book  but do tell us your author’s most famous works and what they are about so people will have an idea of the story that maybe they will choose to read. 
No, you don’t have to read the whole book or books.  Many websites will tell you the overall plot and the summary.  Size 12 font double spaced. 
You also will need to turn into me a typed worksheet with 7 questions that can be answered from information found on your poster about your person and an answer key.  The questions can be in whatever format you want them in, multiple choice, fill in the blank, etc.  However, preferably the questions would take up no more than a half page.  Most questions should come from the biography, but don’t forget about your pictures or summaries of their famous works.  The questions must come in order they can be answered by reading your biography.  Any questions used from your pictures on the poster should be noted in the question.  Please make questions about information you feel it is important for us to learn.  All the worksheets will then be combined and we will use class time for everyone to fill them out.  

